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August 9, 2026 | 8:30 a.m. 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Our Savior’s Lutheran Church 
1800 21st Avenue 
Greeley, Colorado 80631 
Phone: (970) 352-4816 
Web: greeleylutheran.org 

Introduction: When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear. Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not 
be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words 
of scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace and sends us forth to be a sign of 
God’s presence to others. 

 

 

  

Welcome 

Gathering Hymn • “Oceans” 

 
Words and music by Matt Crocker, Joel Houston and Salomon Ligthelm: © 2012 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia 

  

• GATHERING • 

 Indicates to stand as you are able 
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 Confession and Forgiveness 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
whose compassion endures forever. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin to God. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Compassionate God, 
we confess to you all our sins. 
Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy, and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 
Jesus says, “Come to me, 
all you who are weary 
and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.” 
In the name of God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
your sins are forgiven. 
Rest in God’s love. 
Amen. 

 
 Greeting and Prayer of the Day 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be afraid. Rescue your 
people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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 Hymn • ELW 596: “My Hope is Built on Nothing Less” 

 
 Text: Edward Mote | Music: William Bradbury 

 

 

1st Reading Romans 10:5-15 Reader: Laurel LaBonde 
5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who does 
these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in 
your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend 
into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is 
near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if 
you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from 
the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one 
confesses with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him 
will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord 
of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.” 
 
 

• WORD • 
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14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in 
one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? 
15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the 
feet of those who bring good news!”  

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.  

 

Psalm Psalm 85:8-13 (Read responsively with leader) Reader:  Michelle Weymouth
8 I listen carefully to what God the Lord is 
saying, for he speaks peace to his faithful 
people. But let them not return to their 
foolish ways. 
9 Surely his salvation is near to those who 
fear him, so our land will be filled with his 
glory. 

10 Unfailing love and truth have met together. 
Righteousness and peace have kissed! 
11 Truth springs up from the earth, and 
righteousness smiles down from heaven. 
12 Yes, the Lord pours down his blessings. Our 
land will yield its bountiful harvest. 
13 Righteousness goes before him as a 
herald, preparing the way for his steps.

 Gospel Matthew 14:22-33 

 Response after the announcement: “Glory to you, O Lord!” 
22 [Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other side [of the Sea of Galilee,] 
while he dismissed the crowds.23 And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain 
by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but by this time the boat, battered 
by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. 25 And early in the morning he 
came walking toward them on the sea. 26 But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they 
were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. 27 But immediately Jesus spoke to 
them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” 
 28 Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” 29 He said, 
“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 30 But 
when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out, “Lord, 
save me!” 31 Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, “You of little 
faith, why did you doubt?” 32 When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 33 And those in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”  
 Response after the reading: “Praise to you, O Christ!” 

Children’s Message 

Sermon “The Little Boat Called Faith” –– Deacon Linda Akers 

Silence for reflection. 
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 Hymn of the Day • ELW 768: “Lead Me, Guide Me” 

 
Text and music © 1953 Doris Akers. All rights administered by Unichappell Music, Inc. All rights reserved. 

 

 Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 
come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
After each petition: 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 Peace: 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 

Making a Difference Moment: Prayer Shawl Ministry (Speaker: Pam Cola) 

 

 

 Offering Prayer 
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and share freely of your 
love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit 
abiding with us now and forever. Amen. 

 The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Words of Institution 
 

 The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Holy Communion 
Welcome to God’s table, where all are invited to receive communion. Communion will be served by intinction. Please 
take a wafer from the server and dip it into the red wine or white grape juice. Gluten-free wafers are available, or pre-
packaged gluten-free wafers and wine are also available at each station. 
 

 
 
 

• MEAL • 
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Communion Hymns • ACS 955: “Come to the Water of Life” | ELW 785: “When Peace like a River” 

 
Text and music © 1999 Ray Meekever, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

 
Text: Horatio G. Spafford | Music: Philip P. Bliss 

Blessing and Prayer after Communion 



 8 

 

 Blessing: 
Response: Amen. 

 Sending Hymn • ELW 697: “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” (Verses 1 and 3) 

 
Text and music: North American traditional 

 
 

Announcements and Dismissal • Response: “Thanks be to God!” 

Thank you to Greg & Kelly Winter for sponsoring today’s complimentary coffee and cookies in honor of their 47th wedding 
anniversary. Please join us in the Fellowship Hall between services. 

 
 

Assisting in Worship: 
Pastor: Rev. Deb Abbott Sound Technician: Grey Conderman 

Deacon: Linda Akers Camera Operator: Jason Gentry 
Music Director: Cody Thomas Tenor Sax/Projection: Holden Packard 

Vocalist: 
Guitar: 

Mandolin: 

Anna Troyer 
Carolyn Kelly 
Pat Kelly 

Communion Assistants: Deacon Linda, Greg Winter, 
Gene Plampin, Bernie Ruesgen 

                                       Ushers: Cindy Ververs, Rosemary Loper 
  Altar Guild: Linda Carey, Susan Vilfroy 
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60188. All rights reserved. 
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• SENDING • 

Scripture readings next Sunday: Isaiah 56:1, 6-8, Psalm 67, Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32, Matthew 14: 21-28 

 


